
Lietuvos mokslo taryba
Vilniaus universitetas

COST veikla Nr. TD1207

„Matematinis optimizavimas sprendimų palaikymo sistemose efektyviems ir patikimiems energijos
tinklams“ 

(“Mathematical Optimization in the Decision Support Systems for Efficient and Robust Energy
Network”)

Atstovas COST Veiklos valdymo komitete                              Julius Žilinskas

2013 m. valdymo komiteto posėdžių ataskaita

Vilnius, 2013

1



Atstovas  COST  veiklos  TD1207  valdymo  komitete  J.  Žilinskas  2013  m.  dalyvavo  valdymo
komiteto posėdyje spalio 1 d. Paryžiuje. Susirinkimo protokolas pateikiamas priede. Susirinkime
aptarti  einamieji  veiklos  klausimai:  nauji  dalyviai,  biudžetas,  veiklos  interneto puslapis,  ateities
renginiai. 

Kartu  su  valdymo  komiteto  posėdžiu  vyko  konferencija  „COST Workshop  on  Mixed  Integer
Nonlinear Programming“, kuriame J. Žilinskas perskaitė pranešimą „Multidimensional scaling with
city-block distances“.
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Priedas 1. COST veiklos TD1207 valdymo komiteto posėdžio Paryžiuje protokolas
Paris, 1st October 2013

Minutes of the Second Management Committee Meeting of
COST Action TD1207 “Mathematical Optimization in the decision
Support Systems for Efficient and Robust Energy Network”
Institute Henri Poincare (IHP), Paris (FR)
1st October 2013 – from 15.30 till 17.30
1. Welcome to participants
Action Chair Andrea Lodi welcomed MC participants.
2. Adoption of agenda
The agenda is approved.
3. Approval of minutes and matters arising of last meeting
Giuseppe Lugano reminds that after the 1st MC (“Kick-off”) meeting it was approved to add 1000€ to the
budget for the wiki pages development. So the overall budget for the first grant period was increased from
129.000€ to 130.000€.
4. Update from the Action Chair
a. Status of Action, including participating countries
Two more countries have joined the TD1207 Action since the 1st MC Meeting. Turkey participation has
required a bit more of work but it is now approved. The Netherlands is the second country that has finally
joined the Action. However, due to organizational issues no body could attend the meeting.
Finally, one of the MC member from UK, Prof Adam Letchford, had to leave the MC for personal reasons.
He was replaced in the MC by Prof. Ken Mckinnon, who unfortunately could not attend the meeting.
Action Chair states that the general idea is to have an MC meeting to be held together with other Action
activities (e.g., training schools, workshops). That is why the next MC meeting will be held in April 2014 in
Klagenfurt where a PhD school will be organized.
Two mailing lists have been created: one restricted to MC members only (td1207-mc@zib.de) and the
other for all other people interested into the Action (td1207-all@zib.de).
b. Action budget status
Action Chair let the participants know that activities are already taking place although no funding was
received from COST. Four STSMs have taken place and participants are waiting to be reimbursed.
Although many MC members participated in the COST Workshop on Mixed Integer Nonlinear
Programming, for this time the MC has agreed to reimburse only MC members participation to the MC
Meeting (i.e., 1 day instead of 3). Exceptions can be granted in case somebody cannot afford it for well 
justified reasons; the MC will be informed of any exception that will be applied.
c. STSM status and new applications
Action chair says that a new call for STSM application will be published in the website. MC members are
already invited to look for possible participants, then a formal call for proposals will be published in the
website.
Four STSMs have been already completed. The applications were received from April 27, 2013 to May
15, 2013. An additional one has arrived during a time window in which no other applications were
accepted. Immanuel Bomze (Austria) asks if there is a possibility to have it approved.
The MC approved to have the STSM reimbursed with the next STSM call.
5. Promotion of gender balance and of Early Stage Researchers (ESR)
The participation of ESRs is encouraged. At the workshop, 6 over 21 speakers were ESRs. In addition,
14 posters have been presented by ESRs.
6. Update from the Grant Holder (Reimbursement procedures and Italian legislation)
The Grant Holder, Mauro Dell’Amico, updated the MC members that, in case a meeting will be held in
Italy, participants will need to sign a declaration that they pay taxes in their home countries. This is
needed to comply with the requirements on the Italian Legislation.
7. Update from the COST Office
Giuseppe Lugano presents some updates relevant to the Action. First of all, he informed the MC that the
new administrative officer of the Action is now Anja Van Der Snickt (anja.vandersnickt@cost.eu), since
Philippe Callens has changed job.
Concerning the payment of the grant, the science officer acknowledged the current delay and reassured
that the COST Office has raised awareness on the issue to the European Science Foundation and will
keep the Action informed of the developments. He congratulated the Action for having carried out its
activities (STSMs, workshop) despite this issue. Because of the two additional COST countries that have
joined the Action, there is the possibility to have additional funding (up to EUR 10.000) for well-justified
reasons, to be documented with a revised Work and Budget Plan.
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Concerning international cooperation, the science officer informed that the reciprocal agreement with
Australia was terminated and that there are now only three reciprocal agreements.
The involvement of the experts participating in the full proposal will require MC approval following the
completion of a form in e-COST by the Action Chair and the involved experts,.
It was reminded that an expert from a participating international partner country institution can take part in
the COST Action at his/her own expenses (cannot be reimbursed from the Action budget).
The science officer also informed of the date of the Annual Progress Conference (APC) of the DC ICT
Domain. This will take place in Kosice (Slovakia) on 23-24 April 2014. These dates, according to the
W&B Plan,overlap with the planned PhD school in Klagenfurt.
Based on this, the PhD school has been moved to the week of the 7th April 2013 in order to avoid this
problem.
The science officer also gave some information on the new COST Vademecum. The main rules have not
changed, but they aim at simplifying and clarifying the COST rules and procedures. The COST
terminology has also been affected. In particular, the “non-COST” countries are now separated in two
categories:
 • ‚ Near Neighbor Countries (e.g., Russia)
 • ‚ International Partner Countries (IPC)
The Vademecum also includes “Dissemination Meetings”. The preference is for European events and
maximum reimbursement to the participants is 500 euros (max two participants).
Trainers from approved IPC are now eligible for reimbursement.
Lastly, the opportunity to get involved as COST Experts was presented. In particular, Trans-Domain
Proposals (TDP) require a large number of experts from all research areas.
8. Update from the DC Rapporteur
Takis Mathioupolous presented himself to the MC members.
9. Annual Progress Conference (preparation and/or feedback from DC)
Andrea Lodi has participated in the Annual Progress Conference that has taken place in Malta in June
2013. This was a good occasion for networking and learning best practices with other Actions in the ICT
Domain.
10. Follow-up of MoU objectives
a. Progress report of working groups
Andrea Lodi describes the activities of Working Groups (WGs). Some WGs will start to work separately
basing on the document prepared by Christoph Helmberg and Jean-Bernard Lasserre containing a first
attempt of classification of methodologies and applications (WG2).
Andrea Lodi explains that the way the talks have been structured at the COST Workshop on Mixed
Integer Nonlinear Programming follows the idea of the COST Action working groups.
An industry workshop will take place after the CWMILPN13 workshop, organized by EDF.
11. Scientific planning
The planning for the second grant period will be discussed in the coming months with the MC. It will
generally follow the description presented in the MoU.
a. Scientific strategy
Reinforce the activity of the WGs and following closely the MoU.
b. Action Budget Planning
The grant period finishes at the end of May 2014 so by the end of the next meeting in April 2014
decisions have to be taken about the next Work and Budget Plan (to be submitted to the Science Officer
by the end of April at the latest).
The week of the 7th April 2014 has been selected in order to handle the PhD school on Convex
Optimization. During that week the next MC meeting will take place.
What is written in the MoU remains the strategy so that two meetings per year are expected. One day
could be dedicated to industry.
c. Long-term planning (including anticipated locations and dates of future activities)
Emilio Carrizosa proposed to have the next COST workshop in Seville, Spain in 2015 at the Institute of
Mathematics (University of Seville). The plan is to have a workshop and a school.
Tentative dates for the workshop are: February 9-12, 2015. The COST Workshop will be oriented to the
presentation of theory, algorithms and applications for the solution of mixed integer nonlinear problems
(MINLP). The workshop will take place at IMUS (Mathematical Institute of the University of Seville
http://www.imus.us.es/) within a Programme period on Mixed Integer Nonlinear Programming to be held
in February-March 2015. The Programme will be a 5 weeks period including this workshop, an intensive
school of one-week duration co-organized within the framework of EURO PhD Schools (EPS) and four
weeks of working plans on different topics of the field: Discrete Nonlinear optimization, Matrix
programming and SDP, Applications and Software.
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d. Dissemination planning (Publications and outreach activities)
All previous minutes, emails and communication will be uploaded in the cost website.
There has been a one-day GAS network meeting in Berlin. The Vice-Chair Thorsten Koch has
participated on behalf of Cost Action TD1207. He will send a short report about the activities of the
conference.
The Action has been promoted during three sessions at the EURO conference in Rome.
e. Website and launch of the Wikipages activity
The website is online (http://cost-td1207.zib.de). Unfortunately, the person who has started to work on the
website had to stop the activities and there is the need to replace him. The infrastructure is there, but the
site has to be completed. The person who will work on the website and wiki pages will need to have
knowledge on models and applications.
Immanuel Bomze (Austria) suggests separating the problems. Some matters are urgent such as the
completion of the website, others activities can ask for more time before they are completed. For instance
is it urgently needed a person who completes the website as soon as possible. Then, an additional
person can be selected with experience on applications and methodologies in order to fill in the wiki. The
best solution would be an ESR who works on it.
Antonio Frangioni (Italy) states that one or two days are enough in order to fill in the website.
12. Requests for new members
Andrea Lodi says that he is not aware of interest from other COST countries to join, but they are welcome
to join the Action without limitations until the end of May.
Following a question on the optimal size of a COST Action, Giuseppe Lugano replied that there is not a
general rule on the optimal number of participants. Some Actions grow more than others, up to 30 COST
countries for instance, while others remain relatively small. In any case, the openness principle has to be
respected, and participants should join on the basis of the contribution they can bring towards the
achievement of the Action objectives as stated in the MoU.
13. Location and date of next meeting
The next meeting will take place in Klagenfurt, Austria on 7th April 2014.
14. Closing
The MC closes at 17.30
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