
COST veiklos FA 902 “Supratimas ir kova su kiaulių reprodukcijos ir kvėpavimo 

sindromu Europoje” (Understanding and combating porcine reproductive and 

respiratory syndrome in Europe) valdymo komiteto posėdžio 2012 m. 

ATASKAITA 

Lietuvos atstovai dr. Arūnas Stankevičius ir dok. Jūratė Buitkuvienė COST veikos FA902 valdymo 

komitete 2012 m. spalio 10 d. dalyvavo šios veikos valdymo komiteto (VK) posėdyje, kuris kartu 

vyko su moksline konferencija Budapešte, Vengrija. Renginio dienotvarkė ir aptartų pagrindinių 

klausimų temos pridedamos. 

COST FA902 veiklos valdymo komitete, kuriame dalyvavo 30 žmonių, buvo daug dėmesio skirta 

aptarti pradėtos veiklos tęstinumą ir vystymą. Aptartos galimybės  paruošti 7 BP projektą, kuris 

apjungtų COST veikloje dalyvaujančių šalių mokslinių tyrimų institucijas. Valdymo komiteto 

posėdyje (2012-10-10) svarstyta: 

 Darbo grupių veiklos rezultatai ir pasiekimai. 

 Naujų valstybių narių pritraukimas ir įsijungimas į veiklą (Į COST veiklą buvo priimta 

Bulgarija ir šiuo metu veikloje dalyvauja jau 22  šalys). 

 Veiklos biudžeto vykdymas ir planavimas 2013 m. atsižvelgiant į numatomą ir padidėjusį 

veiklos dalyvių skaičių. 

 Sekančio veiklos VK posėdžio bei darbo grupių veiklos planavimas. 

 Trumpalaikių mokslinių stažuočių organizavimas ir kiti klausimai.  

Darbo grupių vadovai taip pat pristatė ir apibendrino pagrindinius pasiekimus dirbant atskirose šios 

veiklos srityse:  epidemiologijos ir KRKSV infekcijos plitimo (WG1), imunopatogenezės (WG2), 

vakcinų kūrimo (WG3), diagnostikos (WG4). 

Veiklos valdymo komiteto posėdyje taip pat buvo priimtas nutarimas, kad paskutinį COST veikos 

FA902 dalyvių susitikimą organizuoti kartu su  PoRRScon (FP7), PRRSCAP2 (USA) dalyviais 

Gente, Belgija 2014 m.  kovo-lapkričio mėnesiais. 

Taip pat buvo vienbalsiai nutarta kreiptis į COST ofisą su prašymu FA902 veiklą pratęsti 1 metus 

iki 2014 m. lapkričio 23 d. 

 

 

 

Dr. Arūnas Stankevičius 

LSMU VA Imunologijos laboratorija 

 



Agenda of the MC meeting 

COST Action 0902 

Understanding and combating PRRS in Europe, EuroPRRSnet 

Budapest, Hungary, 10-10-2010 

 

0. Welcome to participants 

Participants of this meeting are listed in the appendix of this document. Sixteen countries were 

represented. 

1. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was distributed prior the meeting and was adopted by the MC 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were briefly described by Tahar AIT-ALI (TA) and adopted by the MC.  

 Matters arising 

TA discussed an email sent by the COST Office ( Dr Ioanna Stravidou) about a number of deviations that 

have occurred during the 3rd budget. TA share with the MC the response that he was intending to do as 

follow: 

1) Change of a meeting into TS (Warsaw): After discussion with the organizers The TS will go back 
into a meeting: Overall no deviations 

2) Change of dates for the Thessaloniki meeting: This is not a great deviation just a shift in time to 
avoid collision with other international meeting. This operational change was made for the good. 

3) Change of place of the Annual Conference. Yes, this one could be seen as a massive change but 
Lithuania was seen as option if Hungary was not joining.  Please see the minutes of my last MC  

4) The WG meeting in UK is not mentioned in the forecasted activities: We are lacking fund for this 
one. This has been replaced with a TS in genomics in collaboration with the Rabbit genomic 
network which will take place in Norwich ( Uk). 

5) Change in dates and place for the TS on diagnostics: We have change Place to Zagreb and spare 
Izsler in Italy. Zagreb was a cheaper option. This is not a major change. What you should notice is 
that I have managed to stick to the initial plan and that a TS in Diagnostics as taken place 

 

TA has pointed out that it is very important to come up with a very clear agenda for the coming 

year. This could help avoid deviation from initial plan. 

3. Report from the COST Office 

No item except that Prof Avo Karus, the rapporteur of this Action, suggested that ESR could apply for 

conference grant fund (Max 3000 euros) to attend international conference 



4. Progress report of working groups  

TA described WG leaders, Objectives, Deliverables and what has been achieved so far. 

WG1: Epidemio-Surveillance Transmission and Economic Impacts  

Leader: Tomasz Stadejek and Lars Larsen 

Deliverables:  

1. Updatable and durable European PRRSV genome database  

2. Estimation of the economical impact of PRRS in Europe, 

3. Quick PCR based method for genotyping of EU-PRRSV  

4. A series of reports from short-term scientific exchanges 

Item 4 has been achieved. Items 2 and 3 require further workshops (see below) and may be achieve by 

the end of the Action. Spyros Krytas will circulate an excel spreadsheet to bring together data from 

each country of the EU and propose a way of estimating the cost of PRRS in the EU.  Finally Item1 

requires further funding to develop such database nevertheless interaction with PoRRScon may help 

initiate such database  

WG2: Immunopathogenesis 

Leader: Enric Mateu and Maura Ferrari 

Deliverables:  

1. A European PRRSV genome database (WG1) with genomic and genetic host information 

2. Standard protocols and guidelines for integrative research on PRRS 

3. Reports from short-term scientific exchanges 

Item 3 has been achieved. Item 2 will recapitulated in the PRRS Handbook planned for the end for the 

Action. Item 1 has not been achieved yet for similar reason as for WG1 ( see above). Extra fundings are 

required to achieve this database. 

WG3: Vaccine development (and control) 

Leader: Cinta Prieto and Hans Nauwynck 

Deliverables:  

1. Completion of at least two workshops on PRRS vaccinology  

2. Document of current knowledge about PRRS vaccination, including estimated assets and limitations 

of currently available vaccines and research questions that should be answered before new 

improved vaccines are developed. 

3. Definition of the main components of the immune response implicated in the development of 

protective immunity. 



4. Elaboration of guidelines for the development of new vaccines, highlighting the requirements that 

an improved vaccine should meet. 

5. A series of reports from short-term scientific exchanges 

Items 1 and 5 have been achieved. Remaining Items need to be written in the PRRS Handbook (see 

below). However this WG3 has been renamed “Control” to integrate new areas of investigation 

which deal with alternative strategies to control PRRSV: i.e biosafety or debate eradication 

approaches.  

WG4: Diagnostics toolkit 

Leader: Ann Brigitte Cay and Gerard Wellenberg 

Deliverables:  

1. Two workshops on immunodiagnostic methods and strategies 

2. Two immunodiagnostic ring trials 

3. A white book on PRRSV immunodiagnostics 

4. Reports from short-term scientific exchanges 

Item 1 and 4 were achieved. The 2 Ring Trials were achieved in collaboration with PoRRScon and 

Epizone (Item2). Item 3 will be written for the final PRRS Handbook. Finally for this WG we have 

exceeded the objectives by providing diagnostics standards to PRRSV specialists during two 

successive training schools. 

5- Annual conference: 

The MC has agreed to have the final EuRoPRRS conference  joined together with 

PoRRScon (FP7), PRRSCAP2 (USA) and Chinese homologues to form, the first PRRS 

international meeting in Europe. This conference will take place in Ghent and Dr Ann 

Brigitte Cay will be in charge with the organization. The date of this conference will be 

between March 2014 and November 2014 and require coordination with PoRRScon 

(FP7), PRRSCAP2 (USA) and Chinese homologues 

TA will request the COST office an extension of 1 year for FA0902 ( End of FA0902 will be 

on the 25 Nov 2013) 

TA will initiate contact with PoRRScon (FP7), PRRSCAP2 (USA) and Chinese homologues 

TA bring to the attention of the MC that this list is optional and will depend on the 

available fund for the last year. We will prioritize first the annual conference and the 

PRRS Handbook activities. 

 

 



 

6.3.1 Long-term planning (including anticipated locations and dates of future meetings) 

See above 

1-Spyros Krytas will circulate an Excel spreadsheet for the estimate of PRRS disease in 

each country of the EU. TA proposes to upload this excel spreadsheet on the website for 

easy access from participants of each country. These data will analysed during item 4 ( 

see above) 

5. STSM status, applications 

The number of STSM applications will be kept to its maximum according to the budget available. Five 

applications could be option figure however we have to bear in mind that the end of the action will 

take place end November 2013 

6. Publications, dissemination and outreach activities 

This year we have published the proceeding book using an Hungarian editors. TA as requested that 

publications include acknowledgement for COST Action 0902. TA will set a domain in the Webpage to 

collect data on publications and grants acquired by the member of the network. 

TA has proposed the elaboration of a PRRS Handbook as  final output of our action. This was agreed 

with the MC with following suggestion: 

 TA will circulate an initial plan. 

 Cinta Prieto has proposed to have at least 2 sections: Academic knowledge and Practioners 

informations 

 Enric Mateu as proposed a e-book format 

A specific workshop in Slovenia will address the content of the book. 

Deadline for this book will be: Final conference in Ghent in 2014 

 

TA will request COST office (or related office) for extra funding to publish the book 

 

7. Request for new members 

We have now 22 countries and 2 non-COST countries. Other countries are welcome. The MC has 

agreed with the joining of the Bulgaria and Dr Ivo Sirakov as its representative. 

 

8. Promotion of gender balance and of Early Stage Researchers (ESR) 



Not discussed. The result of the FAIR Action will be uploaded on the website in due course 

9. Non-COST country participations 

We will no longer look for non-cost countries unless MC member is proposing it 

10. Web news 

Website will be uploaded accordingly 

11. Closing 


